From handmaiden to right hand--World War I and advancements in medicine.
The exigencies created by modern warfare techniques used during World War I led to a number of advancements in the medical field. Authorities had to find new ways to deal with the overwhelming numbers of wounded and the terrible wounds inflicted by modern weapons. New fields of medicine opened up, and nursing expanded as women rushed to help, never expecting the nearly unbearable conditions that they found on the battlefields of the Great War.